WRITELINKS
CREATING KIDS' & YA BOOKS

Community Guidelines for Write Links Members
Write Links aims:

e To support children’s book creators in the art and craft of creating their
stories in line with the creators’ thoughts, ideas, ideology, beliefs and
views, within limits set by anti-discrimination and other laws.

e To support children’s book creators in voicing their views, opinions and
ideas and advocate for human rights as a fundamental right through
their creative works.

e To support children’s book creators in getting their stories published,
whether online, in print, through self-publishing, traditional methods or
other methods.

e To support children’s book creators in navigating the business of writing
and illustrating for children.

Since 2013, Book Links QLD (Inc.) established Write Links to achieve these aims
through providing face to face and online meetings that include networking
sessions, critique groups and professional development. This is further
supported through an online Facebook group where members share
information, ask questions, network, share opportunities and more, in line with
our aims.

Write Links respects and values story creators from all backgrounds, inclusive
of gender, sexual orientation, political affiliation, identity, race, ethnicity,
cultural background, faith, age or disability.

Children’s book creators care deeply about a myriad of issues. Most are
passionate, compassionate, and deeply caring. We acknowledge there are
many injustices and problems in the world, that communities are becoming
more polarised and divisive, and that children’s rights are threatened or
violated in many places in the world.

However, within our group’s aims, Write Links’ focus is on supporting book
creators in the art and craft and business of writing and illustrating for
children.

There are other online platforms where information, not relevant to Write Links,
can be found or shared and we ask members to use these.

Write Links encompasses a private group of members with a shared goal of
writing for children and we ask members to respect these guidelines.

Rules for in-person meetings and online communication:

e Be kind and respectful of all interactions, whether online or in person.

e Limit self-promotion of book launches, workshops, courses etc. to one
or two posts leading up to the event.

e No spam.

e Keep posts relevant to the group aims.
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Examples of irrelevant content:

- Directly or indirectly referencing political or other figures, policies, or
movements that do not relate to Write Links' aims.

- Posts or comment starting a debate about the merits of a certain
ideology.

- Posts calling for a certain action that does not relate to Write Links’
aims.

- Comments or posts that attempt to connect to events or
movements not relevant to Write Links’ aims.

- Sharing news articles and other information about events with
commentary promoting a specific viewpoint not related to Write
Links’ aims.

Examples of relevant content (communicated within the broader spirit of
these guidelines):

- Sharing information and advocating for issues that relate to
censorships and book banning within the Australian children’s
publishing industry.

- Sharing information and advocating for libraries and school libraries
in Australia.

- Sharing information on other issues that are relevant to children’s
literature, children’s book creators and the Australian publishing
industry within Write Links’ aims.

- Arequest for donating children’s books on behalf of children for
children not able to access books.

When unsure whether your post or comments meet the guidelines,
please contact admin via writelinks@booklinks.org.au.

When admin observes that these guidelines, or the spirit of these
guidelines, are not followed, admin has the discretion to remove posts
and content and/ or may ask people to leave a meeting.

Admin may remove members from the FB group where posts and
comments are repeatedly not within these guidelines or the spirit of
these guidelines.

Due to the voluntary nature of the group, admin will not go into
discussion after posts are removed or when people are asked to leave.
Members can contact secrefary@booklinks.org.au if they would like to
contest any decisions made by admin.

Book Links Committee
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